
On Friday, March 5, the Mentor Reading Program sponsored the annual Bowl-a-thon. 
This year we went bowling at the Rohnert Park bowling alley, Double Decker Lanes. 
The owner and staff at Double Decker Lanes were wonderfully friendly, and  
extremely well organized. It was a great place to have our bowl-a-thon. The students 
had a great time, too. This is our one and only fundraiser for the school year.  
Students are collecting money on behalf of the Mentor Reading Program.  
The money helps buy books for the program and other needed supplies.  
We currently have 27 mentors and 25 second grade students who are the "mentees."  
The deadline for turning in collected money is Friday, April 16th. Fran Lucas−Hill 

Principal continued on page 4 

Just as we are about to go out for our Spring 
Break (YEA!), I have been besieged with  
questions for clarification about what each 
fundraising arm of our school supports and 

how the money is spent. I totally understand 
that in these difficult times when families are 

stretched thin to meet their own obligations that 
people need to feel confident that they know how their donations 
are being spent. So I’m offering up a little MCS@CV Non-profit 
Course 101 as my final column this quarter. 
 

First, each of our fundraising organizations (PTA, Friends of the 
Cherry Valley Library, and the Mary Collins School Educational 
Foundation) has non-profit status, and any donation you make to 
them is tax deductible. If needed by your accountant any of these 
organizations can provide you with written receipts that can be 
used for tax purposes. 
 

PTA (Parent-Teacher Association) is a member of a national  
organization that supports schools across the nation. They are 
granted non-profit status by virtue of being a member of this  
nation-wide organization. Its purposes are to benefit students  
equitably across all grades and support teachers, parents, and  
students to enhance the educational experience for all. They  
provide not only fiscal support for school programs, but support 
the school community through school wide events, parent  
education, and volunteer effort. Our PTA provides monetary  
support directly to the classroom through its teacher discretionary 
funds which gives each classroom teacher and specialist at MCS 
at least $600 a year. Our PTA also makes an annual contribution 
to Friends of the Cherry Valley Library that assists us to ensure 
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that our library is staffed fulltime. Other things that are 
supported by the PTA include school wide assemblies,  
student scholarships, our garden program, environmental 
education, annual contributions to Mentor Me Petaluma,  
a principal’s discretionary fund that goes directly to  
students, a budget for continuing professional development 
for teaching staff, money for art supplies and experiences, 
repairs on sewing machines and our school kiln, student 
scholarships for fieldtrips and outdoor education, special 
projects such as updating sound equipment for our stage 
and improvements to the campus such as new picnic tables 
and play equipment. In addition, the PTA supports and 
funds many of our purely family events such as the Family 
Variety Show, Holiday Celebrations, and Earth Day.  
Without the PTA, many of the things that MCS families 
take for granted would not exist. 
 

Friends of the Cherry Valley Library is a 501C3 that was 
formed many years ago to support our school library that 
has long been considered the heart of our school. Its main 
purpose is to ensure that our collection remains up to date 
and that our library is staffed fulltime. Most elementary 
schools in Petaluma and statewide are lucky to have a  
library clerk for 4 hours each day. Because of the support 
of Friends of the Cherry Valley Library and the PTA, our 
library is without a doubt, the best elementary school  
library that I have ever seen. 
 

And finally, the Mary Collins School Educational  
Foundation, which is in its nascent stages. Initially  

Principally Principally Principally Principally 
SpeakingSpeakingSpeakingSpeaking    

What we have done for ourselves dies with us; what we have done for 
others remains, and is immortal. ~ Ignatius Joseph Firpo 

Mentor Reading Program Bowl-a-thon 
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Newsletter 
Submissions: 
Please send 

newsletter articles 
as WORD 

documents or text 
of an e-mail; photos 
as full size JPEGs to 

NL editor  
Star Downey 

kevstar@pacbell.net 
Next deadline is 

Monday  April19th,  
6 p.m. Questions? 
707.769.8115 

All Photos by Star 
Downey, except 
where noted 

School  
attendance phone  

number:  

778-4741 

2222     

Absences must be  

called in each and  

every day a student  

is absent from  

school (unless on  

Independent Study) 

unknown 

 

How we  
want our  
classroom  
to be:  

Evolution of Calpurnia Tate,” 
“The Looking Glass Wars,” 
“Three Cups of Tea” – thank you 
Lindsay and great-grandma! 
 

Feel free to purchase a favorite 
book at Copperfield’s, Costco, 
visit our Wish List on www.
Amazon.com under “Friends of 
the Cherry Valley Library,” or 
come visit Mrs. Derby in the  
library and browse through the 
new box of books still waiting to 
be adopted. 

Estella Zea – “Running Shoes”…      
            thank you Estella! 
Daniel Downey – “Barnstormers Game 
            1”…thank you Daniel! 
Isaiah Blomgren – “Beyond the Spiderwick 
Chronicles: Wyrm King…thank you Isaiah! 
Hannah Keaton and family – “Mouse 
            Guard, Winter 1152”…thank you 
            Keaton family! 
Andrew and Peter Gavgavian – “1001  
            Animals to Spot”…thank you  
            Gavgavian family! 
Holly Keaton – “Shadow of the Dragon: 
            Book One, Kira”…thank you Holly! 
Lindsay Buck and Great-Grandma – “The 

More new books for our library… yahoo!  

Thank you to the following generous folks 

who have adopted books for our library: 

Book Swap – April 
23!   Book Swap 

Motto: Recycle, Reuse 
and Relove! 

Our annual Book Swap will be 
held on Friday, April 23, so…take  
advantage of your free time and 
clean those bookshelves over 
Spring break.  Book levels K-8 
plus adult books will be 
“swapped.”  Bring your gently 
used books to school.  We will  
begin collecting in the Lodge at 
8:00am on Monday, April 19.   
We will continue collecting books 
before and after school until the 
morning of April 23.  Students will 
attend the Book Swap with their 
class.  Adults are invited to swap 
all day, until 3:00pm.  All 
“leftover” children’s books are  
being donated to Children’s Book 
Project (http://www.

childrensbookproject.org), a Bay Area  
organization founded to help build literacy by 
providing free, new and gently used books to 
children who need them.  All leftover adult 
books will be donated to COTS. 
 

Barefoot Books/Usborne Book Fair Thank 
You!  Thank you to all who were able to stop 
by and support our Spring Book Fair.  We 
earned nearly $500!  All profits from this Book 
Fair are being taken in books for our library.  
Thank you to Amy Ramos and Bonnie Grenfell 
for bringing the yummy muffin treats! 
 

Upcoming Literary Events 
 

Carolyn Hennesy, Author of “Pandora Gets 
Heart” Copperfield’s Tues, March 30, 7:00 pm 
 

Paper Airplane Day, Petaluma Public Library, 
Ages 6 and up – Thurs., April 8, 11:00 am 
 

Tim Green, Author (and retired NFL player) – 
Tuesday, April 13, 10:00am at MCCV 
Book Swap at MCCV – Friday April 23 
Happy Spring Break Reading! 
                                            

Mrs. Derby    

Library News Library News Library News Library News  

Join our Adopt- a-Book Program  

I am determined to always retain my  

mischievous inner youth.~ Allison DuBois 
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The PTA would like to 
thank all of the people who 
made the 2010 Variety Show 
a success. It brought many 
watching it to tears, in a good 
way! Our students truly proved 
what an amazingly talented bunch 
they are. Here are the people without 
whom it could not have happened: 
 

Crew:  Stage Coordinator Corine 
Wiles, Stage Crew Amberley  Powell, Corey Riddle, 
Madison Johnson-Reed, Curtain & Crew Veronica 
Nagy, Leif Noren, Sound Mixer Riley McCullough,  
Sound Technician/ Crew Quinn Courtway Sound 
Mentor Howie Hammerman, Music Coordinator 
Dennis DeMille Lighting Spencer Almy Spot 
Lights  Melanie Franco, Sebastian McCullough,  
Lukas DeBel, Green Room Coordinator Madison 
DeBel, Green Room Crew Robin Soukesian, Green 
Room Mentor Lead Kathy DeBel, Green Room 
Mentors Shauna Buck, Linda Noren, Theresa  
Giacomino, Concessions Emerald Downey 
 

Production Team: Producer & Director Barton 
Smith, Assistant Producers Deanna Ford, Terese 
Daniele. Executive AP Dena Grunt, Kathy McGill 
MC Coordinators Liza Eichert, Stacy Almy, Lisa OOOO    OOOO    
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Damico, Lighting Mentor Dave McCullough, 
Ticket & DVD Sales Kathy McGill, Heidi Hug, 
Alyssa Skubic, Kathy DeBel Design & Graphic 
Artists Collette Michaud, Claire Schendel DVD 
Production David Stirrat Photography Cindi De 
Channes Concessions Blythe Sawyer, Terese 
Daniele, Dena Grunt, Cheryl Nagy, Heidi Hug, 
Shawn Williams, Cindy Riddle, Adee Swanson, 
Ushers Laura Powell, Decorations  Tim McGill, 
Tony Daniele, Hans Grunt, Shawn Williams,   
Balloon Masters Deanna Ford, Oriana Vanderlind, 
Jason Zajonc, Sound Engineer & Installation  
Brett Ransom 
 

Special thanks go to: Brett Ransom & Mark 
Latimer of Coda Technology for their gift of  
engineering, labor and equipment well beyond  
the funds raised at the Cherry Jubilee. This sound 
system would not exist without you. Thanks to  
Barton Smith, the man who made this all happen. 
Thank you to the parents and students of the 
Cherry Valley community and to the families who 
donated treats for the concession stands. 
Many special thanks to 
Ms. McGahey and 
the whole staff for 
supporting the 
show.  

Variety Show 
         Kudos! 

The Excitement was palatable the other 
day after school in Mr Yu's Lego club. 
Six new NXT Lego Robotic kits were 
the delight of about 30 Cherry Valley 
future robot engineers. Thank you to 

Cherry Valley PTA and to 
parents who outright bought 
these kits for our students. 
One pupil commented that 
he was having so much fun 
that he forgot to eat his 
snack and all of them  
definitely lost track of time. 
Our competition will be on 
May 1st at Elsie Allen. Once 
again thanks to all who 
helped make this possible.   
Susan Evans 

LEGO 
CLUB  
NEWS 

Photo from Susan Evans  

Art Docent News 
Hard  to believe, but we’re  approaching the end  
of the school year! Our next Art Docent training 
will be on Wednesday, April 14th, at 10:15, at 
McDowell School with myself and Alyse Breece.  
Please plan to attend! If you haven’t been an  
active Art Docent volunteer this year, but would 
like to learn more about the program for next year, 
please come and check it out at this meeting.  
Thanks for your ongoing support! 
 

Plan to visit an art museum over the break with 
your children. We have a wonderful art center  
here in town, as well as the fabulous art  
museums we have so close by in San Francisco.   
Enrich your children’s lives with art! Happy Break! 
Kathy Spicher,  
      Art Coordinatorl@MCS@CV    
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 religion. Then I go out and paint 

 

The key is not the "will to win" - 

everybody has that. It is the will to 

prepare to win that is important. 

~Bobby Knight 
PTA NEWSPTA NEWSPTA NEWSPTA NEWS    
Congratulations, The Variety Show was a 
great winter success! Now spring flowers 
are blooming and The Earth Day  
Celebration is right around the corner.  
Our first Earth Day committee meeting  
is Wednesday, April 14th at 12:45 in the 
garden. This would be a good time to bring 
any Earth Day related ideas you may have 
for the event.  If you cannot attend this 
meeting, please send any ideas or  
information you may have to  
deford7@yahoo.com.  I hope everyone  
has a wonderful Spring Break! 
Deanna 
Ford   

PTA Prez 

PARENT’S NIGHT OUT! 
 

Enjoy an evening out while your children  
are cared for & entertained by  

our 8th Grade students! (Plus 2 Moms) 
 

FRIDAY, April 16FRIDAY, April 16FRIDAY, April 16FRIDAY, April 16thththth, 6, 6, 6, 6----9 p.m., 9 p.m., 9 p.m., 9 p.m.,     
at Mary Collins Schoolat Mary Collins Schoolat Mary Collins Schoolat Mary Collins School    

 

Cost: one child: $20 
Two children (same family): $25 

Three children (same family): $30 

 

*this is a fundraiser for the 8th Grade field trip!* 

 

We‘ll provide a light snack, movie, & games to 
play. Please fill out a reservation form  

& leave with payment in the office.  

 

Children must be preChildren must be preChildren must be preChildren must be pre----registered… no dropregistered… no dropregistered… no dropregistered… no drop----insinsinsins    
 

Thanks for supporting our 8th Graders! 

Foundation can direct its resources to wherever the  
funds are needed. PTA cannot fund personnel. Both 
Friends of the Cherry Valley Library and the MCS  
Educational Foundation can.  
 

As we consider a possible additional budget reduction of 
about $84,000 for the coming year, all personnel that is 
critical to sustaining both environmental education and  
visual/performing arts at our school are on the chopping 
block. I urge you to seriously consider what you and your 
family can do to support the sustenance of what we have all 
come to assume will be available for our students. If you 
have any questions, please feel free to call me. (778-4740) 

Principal continued from page 1 
conceptualized over six years ago, it is finally taken off  
and has run two very successful capital fund drives. During the 
2009-10 school year, the MCS Educational Foundation  
completely funded both instrumental and choral music for all 
students in grades 3-8 and the art docent coordinator’s position 
which supports art integrated into classroom curriculum and art 

docent presentations. Given the extreme 
budget reductions facing MCS in the coming 

year, the Foundation is poised to support 
much more than that if the  
community responds.  
 

Each of these organizations is  
fundamental to the continuing support  
of the mission and vision of MCS. Each 

of these organizations has specific goals. 
While the PTA is constrained to ensure 

that each of its fundraising goals benefit all 
students equitably, the MCS Educational  

Cindi De Channes’  
2010 Variety Show Photos (cropped)  

appear throughout this newsletter.  
Enjoy looking at all of them & order at:  

http://cindidechannes.com/variety/ 

� 

Sweet 

kisses! 
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Afterschool Music ClassesAfterschool Music ClassesAfterschool Music ClassesAfterschool Music Classes    

(With Ms. Parks)(With Ms. Parks)(With Ms. Parks)(With Ms. Parks)    
Beginning April 14 and 15  

 
Kindergarten ***** Munch and Music (bring lunch) 

Wednesdays 12 noon – 12: 45 in the Music Portable 
6 weeks, $48 
We’ll eat lunch and then sing, dance and play instruments. We’ll play music games, 
learn new songs and have fun with friends as we develop music skills. 
 
Grades 1-2   *****    Music and Movement 

Thursdays 2:35-3:05 room - TBA 
6 weeks, $48 
We’ll sing, clap, stomp and dance. We’ll play music and movement games and have 
fun with friends. We’ll develop music basics with percussion instruments including 
xylophones and glockenspiels.  
 
Grades 3-5  ******   Folktale Music – drama and music 

Wednesdays 1-2pm in the Music Portable 
6 weeks, $48 
We’ll pick a folktale to enact, add some instruments (drums, xylophones, and  
other percussion), songs, and movement. (No need to memorize lines.) There  
will be opportunities to improvise instruments, moving and acting. Activities will  
include music, movement and acting games as time allows. We’ll end the last class 
with a performance for families. 
 
Info: Vicki Parks-Cochrane, liveoakfam@yahoo.com,  
792-2755, cell 975-6981 
 
 Sign-up sheet:  (turn in at the office)                    
 
Child’s name_______________________________  
Grade ___ Teacher__________________________ 
Parent____________________________________ 
Phone(s) __________________________________ 
Class title, time and day: _________________________________________ 
__I have included a check (made out to Vicki Parks-Cochrane) for the cost of the 
class. 


