
As principal of Mary Collins 
School at Cherry Valley, it is my 

privilege to celebrate successes 
with the school community and my 

responsibility to inform the community about 
the challenges. This coming year, due to the dire state  
of the economy in California, the fiscal challenges are  
dismal. It is with this in mind that I would like to remind 
you about our Mary Collins School Educational  
Foundation and its upcoming fund drive. 
 

You may not be aware, but during the current school 
year, the Educational Foundation has completely funded 
our entire Visual and Performing Arts program at MCS. 
Because of your very generous support of the  
Foundation, we have a talented instrumental music 
teacher, two wonderful choral music teachers, and an art 
docent coordinator. All of our students, K-8, have access 
to both music and art on a weekly basis. 
 

Next year, however, things may be dramati-
cally different. Not only are these enrichment 
opportunities at risk because of severe 
budget reductions, the very heart of our 
academic programs and even the social/
emotional support for our children are in 
jeopardy.  Petaluma City Schools is  
preparing to reduce its budget by $1.5 
million for the 2010-11 school year, and 
this will translate into an approximate 
$84,000 for MCS. Not only will this jeopard-
ize Visual and Performing Arts at our school, 
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Reading rocks! 

but many other programs that both sustain and  
enrich our students’ educational experience.  
Imagine our school without a garden program,  
a guidance counselor, a PE specialist, and even  
our reading intervention specialist. With a cut to 
our budget as draconian as the one being  
projected, it is certain that we will not be able  
to fund most of these programs. 
 

With this in mind, I wanted to prepare you for the 
MCS Educational Foundation’s annual fund drive 
in the next few weeks. You will be receiving a letter 
from the Foundation explaining its goals for the 
year, asking you to consider how much your family 
might be able to contribute to support the mission 
and vision of MCS. I have always been impressed 
with the generosity of this school community, and  
I am certain that your generosity derives from the 
fact that you are committed to the kind of  

education that your children are receiving  
at this school. The truth is that we will  
not be able to sustain our current program 
without your support. Please thoughtfully 
consider what your family…and perhaps 
your extended family…might be able  
to contribute to assist the Foundation to 
meet its goals for the 2010-11 school year. 

Principally Principally Principally Principally 
SpeakingSpeakingSpeakingSpeaking    

Being deeply loved by someone gives 
you strength, while loving someone 

deeply gives you courage. ~Lao Tzu  

PTA NEWSPTA NEWSPTA NEWSPTA NEWS    
 The Variety Show is just around 
the corner! The VS crew are  
working diligently everyday to 
make sure the show runs smoothly. 
Thanks to all of you for taking on 
volunteer positions for the show. 
Remember to buy your tickets  
early because they do sell out! 
Check out the flyers at school  
and your Cherry Valley e-mails for 
ticket sale information.  
That’s all for now! 
Deanna Ford   PTA Prez 

Did your kids 
tell you about 
the fabulous 

ice sculpture? 
#o? Ask! 

Just in case anyone is interested in how many seconds will 
occur in this millennium: 3.15569952 X 10 to the tenth 
(exponent) seconds. If your answer didn’t match; here’s a 
hint…think ‘Leap Years’…. Here's another problem:  
Harry has a 10-foot rope that he is using to make bows, 
each bow requiring 1 foot of rope. He hasn’t decided how 
many bows he wants to make so he decides to cut one 1-
foot piece of rope at a time, tie it in a bow and then re-
peat. In the end, he ends up using all of the rope to make 
bows. How many cuts did Harry make? Susan Evans  

from the Math Counts Math club!!! 



Newsletter 
Submissions: 

Please send 
newsletter articles 

as WORD 
documents or text 

of an e-mail; photos 
as full size JPEGs to 

NL editor  
Star Downey 

kevstar@pacbell.net 
Next deadline is 

Monday  March1st,  
6 p.m. Questions? 

707.769.8115 
All Photos by Star 
Downey, except 

where noted 

School  
attendance phone  

number:  

778-4741 

2222     

Absences must be  
called in each and  
every day a student  
is absent from  
school (unless on  
Independent Study) 

unknown 

 

Library News Library News Library News Library News  

What we want our 
classroom to be:  

Holly, Hannah & Rose Keaton – “Owly 
#1,” “Owly #2,” “Owly #3,” “Babymouse: 
Burns Rubber,” “Sweet Needle Felts,”     
“Wool Pets”…thank you Keaton girls! 
Chris Weaver – “Ranger’s Apprentice: 
Erak’s Ransom”          …thank you Chris! 
Mimi and Livy Almy – “Scat,” “Happy Go 
Lucky,” “Happy’s Big Plan,” “Saddle Up, 
Happy!” and “A Sassy Surprise” 
                        …thank you Mimi and Livy! 
Kendra Spicher – “The Hate List” 
                                    …thank you Kendra! 
Katherine & Bonnie Grenfell – “Shiver”…

More new books for  
our library… yahoo!   

Thank you to the  
following generous 

folks who have  
adopted books 

thank you Katherine and Bonnie! 
Melissa Gabbert – “Amelia  
Bedelia’s First Valentine” 
                     …thank you Melissa! 
Sue Kintz – “Skinned” and 
“Crashed”       …thank you Sue! 
Catelyn Kennedy – “Just Grace 
and the Snack Attack” 
                   …thank you Catelyn! 
MCCV Staff – “Encyclopedia of 
Dog”…in loving memory of Wm. 
T. Naye, Janet Burnett’s dad. 
Elise Moran – “Noelle’s  
Treasure”…Happy Valentine’s 
Day 2010        …thank you Elly! 
Erica Skubic – 26 fairy books for 
the “Ranbow Magic” series 
                        …thank you Erica! 
Feel free to purchase a favorite 
book at Copperfield’s, Costco, 
visit our Wish List on www.
Amazon.com under “Friends of 
the Cherry Valley Library,” or 
visit Mrs. Derby in the library and 
browse through the new books 
still waiting to be adopted. 

TTTThank you Copperfield’s!  hank you Copperfield’s!  hank you Copperfield’s!  hank you Copperfield’s!  A  
special thank you to Copperfield’s 

Books for organizing so many  
wonderful opportunities for our students here at 
MCCV to meet some incredible authors.  We 
have had the opportunity to meet Dr. Cuthbert 
Soup, author of “A Whole Nother World.” We 
found him to be very witty and amusing and are 
enjoying his book and our “NIC” names. We 
took great pleasure in meeting young adult  
author, Heather Brewer, and learning about her 
wildly popular and well-known “Vladimer Tod” 
vampire series. Ms. Brewer was very inspira-
tional and entertaining, and all of her “minions” 
are enjoying her books in our library. Next up 
for our K-3 students is a field trip on February 
19 to Copperfield’s to meet author, Mo  
Willems, and to get a sneak peek at his new  

series featuring a cat in books such as “Cat the 
Cat, Who is That?” Mr. Willems is famous for 
his “Pigeon,” “Knuffle Bunny,” and “Gerald 
and Piggie” books. If you are interested in  
owning your own copies of these authors’ 
books, extra autographed copies are available 
for purchase at Copperfield’s Books in  
Petaluma. Next time you’re in Copperfield’s, 
please be sure to say “thank you” from all of  
us at Mary Collins School for sponsoring these 
extraordinary author events for our kids! 
Upcoming Literary EvenUpcoming Literary EvenUpcoming Literary EvenUpcoming Literary Eventstststs    
Barefoot Book/Usborne Spring Book Fair at Barefoot Book/Usborne Spring Book Fair at Barefoot Book/Usborne Spring Book Fair at Barefoot Book/Usborne Spring Book Fair at 
MCCV MCCV MCCV MCCV –––– Friday March 12 Friday March 12 Friday March 12 Friday March 12    
Tim Green, Author (and retired NFL player)Tim Green, Author (and retired NFL player)Tim Green, Author (and retired NFL player)Tim Green, Author (and retired NFL player) ––––    
Tuesday, April Tuesday, April Tuesday, April Tuesday, April 13, 10:00am at MCCV13, 10:00am at MCCV13, 10:00am at MCCV13, 10:00am at MCCV    
Book Swap at MCCV Book Swap at MCCV Book Swap at MCCV Book Swap at MCCV –––– Friday April 23 Friday April 23 Friday April 23 Friday April 23    
Happy February Reading! 
     Mrs. Derby    

                            Join our   Join our   Join our   Join our   
                        AdoptAdoptAdoptAdopt----    
    a    a    a    a----Book Book Book Book     
ProgramProgramProgramProgram  



Lemonade From Lemons 

Dear Parents, 
 

   As you all know, Haiti recently suffered a  
catastrophic earthquake. Children are being exposed 
to it in a myriad of ways: television exposure,  
photos on the cover of magazines at the check out 
counter, newspaper headlines, and conversations 
among adults. Natural disasters can leave children 
feeling frightened, confused and insecure. Children 
respond to trauma in many different ways and 
sometimes worrisome behavior may not show up 
for weeks or even months. Some signs of stress to 
look for may include: a regression to an earlier stage 
of development such as thumb sucking or bedwet-
ting; clinginess, changes in eating and sleeping  
habits, unexplainable aches and pains, aggressive  
or withdrawn behavior. You can help your children 
by reassuring them. Young children need a lot of 
cuddling as well as verbal support. Answer questions 
about the disaster honestly, but don’t dwell on  
frightening details or allow the subject to dominate 
family time indefinitely. Encourage your children to 
express emotions through conversation, drawing or 
painting. It can also be helpful to find ways to help 
those who were affected by the earthquake.  
Remember to take good care of yourselves too.  
If you have any questions or specific concerns  
about your child, please feel free to contact me. 
mbrowning@pet.k12.ca.us , or 778-4740. 
Best,       Maggie 
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Historically, the Mary Collins SymposiumMary Collins SymposiumMary Collins SymposiumMary Collins Symposium, a vitally important staff 
development conference, takes place during our two January staff 
development days. Parents know these days as “non-student” days. 
This year however, the “non-student” staff development days were 
re-designated by the district as mandated furlough days. Looming 
over our hearts and minds was the loss of our Symposium—our 
lifeline of professional development. As is characteristic of teachers 
at Mary Collins School we unanimously and passionately agreed to 
make the Symposium a “go” despite the critical loss of days. 
Through a collective brainstorm of creativity, we were able to  
negotiate schedules and the 8th Annual Symposium was on! 
 

We welcomed Mitzi LewisonMitzi LewisonMitzi LewisonMitzi Lewison, a professor in the department of  
Literacy, Culture, and Language Education at Indiana University  
as our speaker. During the Parent Education Night, Dr. Lewison 
guided parents, teachers, Ms McGahey and even our superintendent 
in critical writing strategies focusing on connecting our personal 
lives with global issues, giving everyone a taste of what was to come 

over the next two days. Teachers juggled 1/2 day substitutes 
on Friday so we could meet with Mitzi in a small workshop 
setting focusing more deeply on ways to conceptualize  
writing instruction and children’s writing development.  
We ended the day by celebrating and sharing our learning  
as a whole staff. On Saturday district teachers, professors 
from Sonoma State University and others joined our staff  
in the Lodge as Mitzi took us through her journey of  
becoming Director of the English component of a USAID 
grant designed to help rebuild teacher education programs 
at 16 Afghan Universities followed by ways in which to 
make connections between the global, local and personal.  
It was a wonderfully full morning of listening, sharing  
conversations, actively participating in strategies we will 
share with our students and listening to a multi-viewed panel 
discussion on the role of critical literacy in our world today.  
 

The 8th Annual Symposium began on a rough and often 
tenuous road littered with “lemons”. Through the efforts  
of all of the staff at Mary Collins School and the support  
of Ms McGahey, we managed to quench our thirst  
with a long draught of “lemonade”. 
 

-Gena Richman 

Art Docent 
There’s only another few weeks of third 

quarter left, then right into the last 
quarter, which is a short 8 weeks 

long! If you signed-up to be an 
Art Docent, but haven’t been 

active yet, it’s not too late! Teach-
ers love to have lessons in their class-

rooms especially during Star testing, in April and 
May, and are actively requesting lessons! 
Please plan to come to Art Docent Training on 
Wednesday, March 3rd, at McDowell School, 10:15 
a.m. (new time!), and learn a new lesson with 
Alyse Breece. Please contact me, Kathy Spicher, at 
thespichers@netzero.net , or Alyse at  
abreece@pet.k12.ca.us , to find out how you can 
help, or with any questions you might have! 
Thanks again for your help to bring art into the 
lives of our students! 
Kathy Spicher, Art Coordinatorl@MCS@CV    

love, 
love, 
love 

Photo: Gena Richman 
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Mary Collins School at Cherry Valley 
DRAFT - PTA Meeting Minutes 
Date/Location: Thursday, February 11,  
2010 – Campus 
Members Present: See attached  
sign-in [not submitted ~Ed] 
AGENDA 
OLD BUSI,ESS:  
Minutes reviewed. MSP  
FI,A,CIAL REPORT –  
We have agreed to pay for four (4) of the Lego  
Robotics kits. There is unspent money that has been 
allocated for staff development; Mrs. McGahey will 
speak with staff to see if they can arrange a visit to  
the Marconi Center for a staff retreat; if that happens, 
they can use that money for the staff development  
at that time. 
 

There will be expenses for the Variety Show –  
purchase of t-shirts, tickets, programs, decorations, 
food. While there will be expenses, we will make  
it all back in ticket sales. 
 

List of checks attached. [not submitted ~Ed]  
Barton motioned to approve the checks; Trinity  
second – motion passed.  
 

PRESIDE,T’S REPORT –  
Cherry Jubilee – Set up on Friday, October 22 – 
Third Annual Cherry Jubilee will take place the next 
night on October 23, 2010.  
 

Yearbooks – We have sold approximately 80 thus far. 
Don’t forget to get your kids’ artwork in by February 
22 – they may win the coveted yearbook CCVER! 
 

Dine-Out – We need a new Dine-Out Coordinator. 
Trinity has offered to organize one at Mary’s Pizza. 
It’s a great way to get involved with not a lot of time 
commitment.  
 

Teacher’s Report – We did not have a teacher  
present due to illnesses. 
 

Morning Coffee – They have been postponed due  
to lack of attendance during the cold weather. 
 

PRI,CIPAL’S REPORT –  
 

Symposium – Half of teachers were released in the 
morning; half in the afternoon to meet with the 
speaker. Overall, it was a wonderful symposium and 
rejuvenating for the staff. 
 

Raven Test – All kids in third grade received the test; 
if any parents are interested in GATE for your child
(ren) parents can pick up packets in the office. Please 

notify your child(ren)’s teacher if you are  
interested.  
Leadership Class – They will be holding a family 
dance on March 12 – 6-9 p.m. $25/family, . AMS, 

a Professional DJ organization has agreed to  
donate their services for that night. We need to 
get the word out and support our Leadership 
Class to help them reach their goal.   

6th, 7th and 8th Grade Dance – Flower Power 
Dance will take place on Friday, February 19.  
 

Budget: It’s Grim – We could potentially  
experience another $84,000 reduction on the 
budget and the staff will most likely receive an  
additional 5-day reduction (which is in addition to 
the three that are already in place this school year); 
this will equate to a pay reduction for staff as well. 
There have been many discussions about what 
days to take off and how to change the schedule 
with regard to the three-week break in spring.  
Bottom line – in the absence of serious fund-
raising we will be in dire straits next school year. 
 

,EW BUSI,ESS:  
Variety Show – Barton Smith was present to  
provide us a quick status . David Stirrat (AP at 
PHS) is on board to do the video for the Variety 
Show. We will charge $10 per DVD. We still  
need a number of volunteers; a message  
will be put on the List Serve.  
 

We decided to open the doors at 5:30 p.m. to sell 
dinner-type food (burritos, pizza, bake sale items, 
etc); the show start at 6:30 p.m. on Friday night; 
Saturday’s show will start at 2 p.m.  
 

We are continuing the sound system up-grade.  
Photographer – Cindi DeChannes will be the  
photographer for the Variety Show. 
 

Announcements/Dates:   
Next PTA meeting will be March – let’s start 
thinking about Earth Day Carnival (May 1st). 
 

Fundraising Opportunities: Original Works. 
Would be a great fundraiser for the 2010-11 school 
year. If someone is interested in taking that on, 
contact Kathy Spicher. 
 

8th Grade Fundraiser – Parents’ Night Out: 6-9 p.
m. Parents can drop-off kids and they will be 
watched with supervision – there will be craft   
activities, etc. Thursday, February 25th.                                     

Meeting adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 
 

[items not submitted available for review in office] 
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Leaf artwork from Mr. Wicks’ class 

 

Medication Recall Info: 

Class description: 
Design and build motorized machines, cata-
pults, pyramids, demolition derby cars, truss 
and suspension bridges, buildings, and other 
constructions. Explore concepts in physics, 
mechanical engineering, structural engineer-
ing, and architecture while playing with your fa-
vorite creations. This is a hands-on and minds-
on class suitable for LEGO® building system 
novices to "maniacs." Returning students will 
work on new projects and challenges. 
 

When:           Wednesdays, starting April 14 
through May 26, 1:00 to 2:15 
Where:          Madrone Cluster, Liza Eichert’s 
Classroom 
Who:             All MCCV students, grades K-5 
Cost:             $98.00 per student 
 

We need a minimum of 11, maximum of  
22 students for the class. If we have 22  
students, we will need one parent  
volunteer. In exchange, that parent’s  
child may have free tuition. 
 

Online registration will be available:  
available March 1  
 

Not to worry, should this class fill quickly we 
will bring it back again as soon as possible. 
Any questions, please contact Kathy McGill 
at mcgills401@comcast.net or 789-0976. 
You can also visit the Play-Well website at 
www.play-well.org 

Engineering FUNdamentals with LEGO® 
By Play-Well TEKnologies 

This after school  
program will be starting 
right after Spring break!   

PARE�T’S �IGHT OUT! 
 

Have a relaxing evening out while you children are 
cared for and entertained by our 8th grade students! 

[2 MCS parents are  present also] 
 

*This is a fundraiser for the 8th grade field trip!* 
 

February 25th, 6-9 p.m., at MCS@CV 
 

Cost: one child: $20 
Two children (from the same family): $25 

Three children (from the same family): $30 
 

We will provide a light snack, movie, &  
craft projects. Please fill out a reservation form,  

then drop off with payment in the office.  
 

Thanks for supporting our 8th graders! 

 

Consumers reported an unusual 
moldy, musty, or mildewy odor 
in OTC products that was asso-
ciated with temporary and non 
serious nausea, stomach pain, 
vomiting, or diarrhea. McNeil 
Consumer Healthcare (Johnson 
& Johnson), in consultation 
with the FDA is voluntarily  
recalling lots of OTC (over the 
counter) products; including: 
Motrin, Junior Strength Motrin, 
Benadryl, Tylenol, Children’s 
Tylenol, St. Joseph’s Asprin,
Tylenol PM and Rolaids. Link 
to lot numbers: http://www.fda. 
gov/downloads/Safety/Recalls/ 
ucm197813.pdf.  
For instructions about returns,
disposal or reporting adverse 
reactions: http://www.fda.gov/ 
downloads/Saftey/Recalls/
ucm197746.htm. 
~from your school nurse 

Darien Chandler 



Orders are due March 8th. 
No exceptions!  No order, no book, sorry!
Don’t miss this opportunity to guarantee you get a yearbook.

 Please make checks payable to MCCV-PTA.  !anks!    

Order YOUR 2009/2010 yearbook

Please reserve         copies at $15.00 each.  Enclosed is      Cash         Check
Child(ren)’s Name
Child(ren)’s Teacher(s)
Contact Phone (        )

If you don’t have an order envelope, please use this form instead.  Thanks!

To date, orders have been received from the following students:
Abbey, Blythe
Amaral, Ellianna
Armenta, Alexandra
Barry, Hailey
Barry, Kendra
Barry, Shyla
Barry, Sicily
Barry, Sienna
Blankenship, Avery
Blomgren, Isaiah
Bonfilio, Angelo
Bordessa, Bella
Bordessa, Sophia
Brown, Miko
Brown, Tiger
Buzard, Michael
Clay, Nikolas
Cochrane, Jack
Coello, Zachary
Cortez-Silva, Ivan
Dallara, Matisse
DeCarvalho, Andre
DeCarvalho, Paulo
Deura, Zeeshaw
Di Bono, Luca
Diaz Flores, Jaime
Diaz Flores, Jesus
Dierkhising, Charles

Dierkhising, Ingrid
Doyle, Tamariah
Doyle, Zoelia
Eichert, Nathan
Evans, Susan
Foster, Sofia
Gabany, Hannah
Gabbert, Melissa
Gamlen, Madelin
Gardner, Trevor
Gearhard, Jacob
Gearhard, Sam
Grunt, Bohdan
Haggard, Luke
Hall, Justin
Haynes, Eleanor
Horne, Keenan
Horne, Skylar
Howe, Carter
Jain, Abhinav
Johnson-Reed, Madison
Kai, Hannah
Kai, Noah
Kennedy, Catelyn
Kennedy, Crystal
Kentzell Jr, Michael
Kintz, Izzy
Kolodin, Brian

Kull, Maya
Lapidus, Lucas
Larson, Cadence
Lawson-Fox, Elias
Lightell, Brian
Lorenz, Colton
Lotter, David
Lozanov, Darina
Mai, Ally
Marta, Denise
McCullough, Sebastian
McGill, Matthew
Mello, Luke
Moeller, Bailey
Moeller, Devin
Moran, Elly
Nganda, Justas
Nicholson, Henry
Nicholson, Julia
Nicoll, Reggie
Noren, Mia
Overman, Sebastian
Packard, Ellie
Peterson, Gabriel
Picazo, Maryfer
Porteous, Cameron
Powell, Rhiannon 
Powell, Amberley

Pritchard, Mason
Ransom, Chase
Ransom, Cole
Richardson, Amelia
Richardson, Claire
Richardson, Ezra
Ross, Aiden
Saboe, Claire
Sawyer, Isaiah
Seitz, Lulabel
Sheldon, Callan
Shelley, Blythe
Slater, Alex
Smith, Trevor
Spicher, Kathy
Spicher, Kendra
Stevens, Ryan
Sunshine, Lance 
Sunshine, Savannah
Weaver, Christopher
Weinberg, Bella
Westerlund, Megan
Williams, Jordan
Williams, Reece
Witz, Elijah
York, Caitlyn
Zea, Estella

Yearbook Ads From:
David Kapranos
Kapranos Construction

Marianne Riddle
Licensed Kindermusik Educator


