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With November 4" rapidly approaching,

with the gravity of this election cycle as
| am. When we make our decisions about
our votes, there is so much hanging in the
balance...an international financial crisis of
epidemic proportions, wars in Iraqg and Afghanistan,
threats of terrorism, education policy, water, energy,
food supply, transportation infrastructure, public safety,
personal choice, civil rights, balance of powers, not to
mention the Presidency of the United States. No matter
what your position on any of these issues and candidates,
| am quite certain that all of us feel this sense of urgency

about getting involved in the process...ensuring that we exer-

cise not just our right to vote, but our responsibility to vote!

Having three grown sons of my own, Tim—34, Andrew—31,

and Zack—29, I am truly relishing their excitement over this
election. I'm not sure that when | was their age | spent quite
as much time examining the issues and the candidates as
they have. I met them in San Francisco for dinner at Zack
and Rebecca’s house, and we spent virtually the entire
evening talking about politics. We share articles, e-mail,
YouTube clips, and podcasts. Now, grant you, it might not
be so thrilling to engage in this political talk with my sons if
we didn't all share the same worldview, but nevertheless, |
am inspired by their enthusiasm for the opportunity they
have to contribute to the future of our nation by exercising
the power of the ballot.

| am sure, too, that no matter your political stripes that you
have friends and family members who do not share your
views...much the same as | do. Because there is so much
at stake in this election cycle, the tone of the discourse has
often gotten shrill and inflammatory. Just last week in my
Leadership Class, we were talking about whether or not it
would be disrespectful of others’ political views to dress as
one of the candidates for Halloween (there were disparate
viewpoints in my class). It was a great opportunity for us
to discuss parody versus vilification. Much can be said for
parody...that which makes us laugh, but vilification pulls us
into the realm of fear-mongering and hatred.

The truth is, after Tuesday, November 4™ we will have a
President- and Vice President Elect. The voters will have
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decided on those issues of personal choice and
civil rights...transportation infrastructure and
food supply...education policy and water.
Whatever the vote, we will all still be US citizens
under the same flag...with the same government,
and it will then be our responsibility to heal the
divisions that seem so rife now.

When | look back over my almost 40 years of
being a voter, | can remember very distinct highs
and lows, times when | felt optimistic and
energized after a general election, and times,
when | was quite frankly, depressed. But what

| learned is that the American public does
respond...that while our system of checks and
balances may not be perfect, it generally works...
that we have a recourse because we have a
general election every four years...that regardless
of our political beliefs most of us would rather
live here than any other country in the world,
and we will do what it takes to make it work! |
also learned that no matter how passionately a
candidate might espouse opinions very different
than my own, that the men and women who
choose public service are people of great
commitment and integrity. People often say to
me that they wouldn’t want my job for any
amount of money in the world. Imagine that

of being a nationally-elected public servant!

The fact that an exit poll in North Carolina
where they have early voting indicated that
close to 100% of registered voters in some
precincts had voted early, is monumental. It is

a clear indicator that the American public sees
and understands that we do have a voice. | am

a permanent voter by absentee ballot, but I must
say that | want to go to the polls next week just
to experience the energy. So | urge all of you
who haven't voted to take your children with you
to vote on Tuesday. | think it just might be the
most important election in decades!
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Newsletter

Submissions.
Please send
newsletter articles
as WORD documents
or the body text of
an e-mail; photos as
full size JPEGs to NL
editor Star Downey
kevstar@pacbell.net
Next deadline is
Monday Nov 17th,
6 p.m. Questions?
707.769.8115
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Become an
Art VVolunteer!

Are you interested in art? Do you
like children? Combine the two in
a wonderful volunteer opportu-
nity. The Art Docent Program is
looking for volunteer docents to
teach art in the classrooms for
Kindergarten

through Sixth Grades. No art
experience is necessary — only a
love of art and the desire to bring
art into children’s lives. Volunteer
time is flexible and training time
Is minimal. We meet once a
month for trainings and
additional support is available.
Lessons are scripted and come
with a box of all necessary
supplies. There are dozens of
lessons to choose from — all

aimed toward specific grade levels.

A great way to begin is to teach in
your own child’s classroom!
Collaborate with your child’s teacher
for a new and fun way to interact with
your child at school.

For further information on the Art
Docent program, or to receive an
application, contact one of us:

Kathy Spicher, MCS Art Docent
Coordinator 778-4740

Art Docent Coordinator: Alyse Breece,
McDowell Elementary, 778-4958,
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“SKATE NIGHT™
Fri. Nov. 7th 5:30-7:30 pm

Qudmissisn: $5.00 Quad. Skate Rentol Free/Rellorblodes $4.00
“This s a bundraising evenf for youn school ~ please show youn suppontl]!
Be the class with the most attendance to Skate night!!

Winning Class ~ Gets FREE glow necklaces
Wean youn Halloween Costume— s0 long s it ‘safe
— no beads, nopes. weapons on pants that hinder safe seating
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Cal Skate of Rohnert Park~
6100 Commerce Blvd ...for info:
858-0500 or www.calskate.com
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MCSa@CV Art Docent News

Welcome back! T hspe ewouyene took some time to include axt
oxplonation info yown fall breakl Qs usual. we will be very
busy, this second. quanter. Please include the follswing dates

Wonks pundnaiser last year. We also tosk
deliveuy, of, three brand new petlow, wheels,
genenously punded by o Petatuma. Education
Fund gnant s school neceived. in the Spring.

which was punded by, the P.T.Qh.

on yowr calendons. “The next Ot Docent tuaining ot
McDowell Schost will be Wednesday, Nevember 5% at
9:30 a.m.. and. will be the “Clay Heads tasson. The nent
Qunt Docent training hore at Many, Collins witk be Wednas-
doy. Tlevember 19" at 9 a.m. as the thind Wed. will be
“Thanksgiving breake! Please plan to attend sne or beth!

Many thanks to all whe participated in Gt in the Quadl
Students had o wondopul time learning about varisus ant
poums. and. enjoyed a. perponmance by “Taieo Drummens,

Just befone broak, the new coramics bidn was delivered!
“Heem%l “The old. kiln has alss been nepained. beth
using punds naised by, PT O thiough the Oniginal

“Thase new additions ts our Qnt pregram will
be wsed and. appreciated. fon many yeans to
come. and will gneafly enhance sun coramics
progrom. Thank the PEF and PT Q. when
you have the opportunity te do so.

Kathy Spicher,

Ot Coondinator @ MCS
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ﬁ—leads Up! Parents of
Eighth Graders

Is your child starting high school next year ?
It is time for you parents to start planning for
her/his transition. The district assumes Mary
Collins School students will attend Petaluma
High School. If you wish your child to go to a
different school, they will have to transfer (to
Casa Grande, for example). November and
December are good times for you to go on
the “Principal’s Tour” that most of the high
schools offer once a month. Our extended
Spring break is a good time for a second tour
with your child. Scour the websites of your
high schools of interest for admissions and
related info. Is a school and or a student
newspaper available to browse? There

Cally is an early January 8th Grade parent

& student night of info on electives and

another for info about honors/advanced
placement classes. About mid-January the course
selection sheet needs to filled out and a raft of
paperwork is due by the end of January. High
school counselors did not visit our school last
year until well past those dates. If your student
will be testing for math placement or any honors
courses, that testing is done at Petaluma Jr. High
or Kenilworth Jr. High and it is your responsibility
to find out the when and where. Make dated
photocopies of every piece of paper you submit
on behalf of your student. If anything gets ‘lost’
it’'ll be easier and quicker to fill out the forms a
second time! Have your son or daughter plan to
at least eat lunch the first day of school with
someone they know. It eases first day jitters alo)

signed, last years’ 8th Grade parents
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Library News

Book Fair is coming...Mark N v,
your calendars! £

. between 6:00 and 7:00 pm. Storytelling will begin
. promptly at 7:00 pm. The Book Fair will be open
until 9:00 pm for your shopping pleasure!!

" We are expecting to be sold out for this event,
XY so buy your tickets now!

iy = Donuts with Mrs. Derby will be happening again
PJ & Storytelling Night is a this year on Saturday, November 15,

new event for our school this year and is from 9:00 am to noon.

scheduled for Friday, November 14, 6:00-  Book Fair hours:

8:00 pm. Tickets are on sale now in the Friday, November 14 - 2:00-9:00 p.m. + 1st Annual
library for $5 per person...or $6 the night Storytelling Night

of the event. Treat your family to an Saturday, November 15 - 9:00 a.m. — noon +
evening with storyteller, Ane Carla Donuts with Mrs. Derby
Rovetta, in the Lodge. Ane Carla Rovetta Monday, November 17 - 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.

is a naturalist who has been teaching Tuesday, November 18 - 8:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m.
science and leading natural history Wednesday, November 19 - 8:00 a.m. — 2:00 p.m.
excursions throughout the West since 1974.

Trained as a vertebrate zoologist, she Upcoming Literary Events:

realized that art and storytelling add Tuesday, November 11, 7pm - Author Jeanne
enchantment to the scientific learning DuPrau, Montgomery Copperfield’s — Free

process. She now specializes in using art *Will be presenting fourth and final entry in the
and storytelling to teach about nature. book of Ember series.

Wear your pj’s, bring a blanket to Wednesday, November 12, 7pm — Author Melissa

sit on, and come prepared for
a magical family evening.
Cookies and milk will be
included in your evening
and will be served

de la Cruz, Petaluma Copperfield’s — Free
*Will be presenting third installment in
the Blue Bloods series...glitz, glamour,
~and vampire lore.

April Derby
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Adopt-a-Book Program - Thank you to the following generous folks who have
recently adopted books for our library:
Chris Weaver — “Artemis Fowl: The Time Paradox” - Just Because
Isaiah Blomgren — “Born to Read!” — Just Because
Almy Family — “Our White House: Looking In Looking Out” — Family Trip to Washington DC 2008
Nathaniel Jerome Eichert — “Meercats” — Just Because o
Erica Skubic — “Mermaid Sister” — Just Because
Hannah Johnson — “The New Adventures” series — Just Because
Janice & Harrison Baker — “Wesley the Owl” — Just Because
“Wild About Books” — Just Because
“Mind Your Manners, B.B. Wolf” — Just Because
“Arthur in New York” — Just Because
“Arthur’s Reading Race” — Just Because
“Sorceress of the Himalayas” — Just Because
Come visit Mrs. Derby in the library and browse through the books still waiting to be adopted.
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